Dear


On February 14 - 15, 2010, I will be participating in Project HOPE 2010 to raise awareness and advocate for the homeless in Rhode Island.  Each participant of Project HOPE will be raising funds to help support hunger projects throughout the state, and today I am writing to ask for YOUR support. 
Recently, the Rhode Island Community Food Bank conducted a major study of hunger in our state and the major findings of the study include:
· More families live in poverty and are at risk for hunger. 
· One in six Rhode Island children currently grows up in a home where their parents struggle to put food on the table. 
· The price of groceries increased six percent in Rhode Island, making it more difficult for low-income families to purchase enough food. A Food Bank study conducted in September 2008 reveals most low-income families cannot afford the balanced diet recommended by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) without some type of food assistance. 
· Emergency food programs served 10 million meals last year, straining the resources of the Rhode Island Community Food Bank and its network of 285 Member Agencies, even as the Rhode Island General Assembly cut funding for the Food Bank. 
· There is an immediate need to mobilize public and private resources to help the hungry by expanding emergency food supplies and improving access to government programs.
(source: www.rifoodbank.org)

During this year’s Project HOPE, I will be joining other teens in a letter writing campaign to my local representatives to advocate for hunger projects.  I will also be creating a make-shift soup kitchen to serve meals to the clients of a local food pantry and shelter which will be closed due to the President’s Day holiday.
My personal fundraising goal is $__________, and the funds that each participant raises will directly impact local programs. I would appreciate any support that you could give me for this very worthwhile cause.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. As one of my sponsors, I will personally let you know how we do. If you would like any more information on Project HOPE or Beyond Our Walls please visit www.bowri.org.
Sincerely,


Tear-off Reply Form: Fill-in your name, company if applicable, donation amount.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I, ________________ at ____________________ will help __________________ reach his/her fundraising target for Project HOPE by sponsoring him/her with a donation of: 

$5  $10  $20 $50  $100  Other Amount $_____ 

All checks should be made payable to Beyond Our Walls.  Please send this form with your donation to Beyond Our Walls, Attn: Project HOPE Sponsorship, PO Box 567, Barrington, RI 02806.
Thank you!

